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French, African Leaders Meet in Casablanca 


14 African Leaders Arrive 
AB1312201788 Paris AFP in French 1853 GMT 
13 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Casablanca, 13 Dec (AFP)—Fourteen of the 21 
African heads of state expected in Morocco for the | 5th 
Franco-African summit arrived today in Casablanca 
between 1200 and 1800 GMT. They were welcomed by 
King Hassan II, who was accompanied by the highest 
ranking officials of the kingdom. 


The heads of state are Presidents Houphouet-Boigny 
(Ivory Coast), Lansana Conte (Guinea), Mobutu Sese 
Seko (Zaire), Joao Bernardo Vieira (Guinea-Bissau), 
Omar Bongo (Gabon), Moussa Traore (Mali), Blaise 
Compaore (Burkina Faso), Abdou Diouf (Senegal), 
Andre Kolingba (CAR), Joseph Momoh (Sierra Leone), 
Ali Saibou (Niger), Hissein Habre (Chad), Hassan 
Gouled (Djibouti), and Samuel K. Doe (Liberia). 


The heads of state of Burundi, the Comoros, Equatorial 
Guinea, Mauritania, Sao Tome and Principe, and Soma- 
lia are expected to arrive this evening or tomorrow 
morning. Francois Mitterrand, president of the French 
Republic, is expected to arrive in Casablanca around 
1700 GMT tomorrow. [passage omitted] 


‘Arafat Aide Arrives 
AB1512084188 Paris AFP in French 2318 GMT 
14 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca (Morocco), 14 Dec (AFP)}—Mr Sulay- 
man al-Hurafi, advisor for African affairs to Mr Yasir 
‘Arafat, leader of the PLO, arrived in Casablanca today 
on the eve of the opening of the 15th Franco-African 
summit, the Moroccan news agency MAP announced 
this evening. The same source stated that during the 
summit, the Palestinian official will hold talks with 
various delegations accompanying the heads of state of 
France and Africa. 


’s Diouf Comments 
AB1412164388 Paris AFP in French 1539 GMT 
14 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] Casablanca, 14 Dec (AFP)}—The African 
heads of state, who are in Casablanca to participate, 
together with President Francois Mitterrand, in the | Sth 
Franco-African summit, appeared in public this morning 
in the center of town and embraced each other before an 
enthusiastic crowd. This meeting took place on the 
occasion of the inauguration of a Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny Boulevard. Through this gesture, King Hassan II 
is Daying a special tribute to the dean of African heads of 
State attending this summit, who is 83 years old. 
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The ceremony also afforded Senegalese President Abdou 
Diouf the opportunity to speak briefly to reporters. 
“Africa,” he said, “is currently faced with several chal- 
. France is the major defender of Africa and the 
Third World. This Franco-African summit is therefore a 
unique opportunity for us to address our problems in a 
concrete manner and to seek solutions to them.” Presi- 
dent Diouf continued: “In the economic sphere, we are 
all facing the same problems. We will therefore analyze 
the situation by paying special attention to the problems 
of the debt and raw materials, in particular.” In the 
political sphere, the Senegalese president added: “We 
will discuss North-South dialogue and conflicts such as 
Chad and the Western Sahara.” [passage omitted] 


The official opening of the summit is scheduled for 
tomorrow around midday. 


Habre, Zaire’s Mobutu Meet 
AB1412201188 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1845 GMT 14 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The French and African 
heads of state summit will open tomorrow in Casa- 
blanca. As for the activities undertaken by President 
Hissein Habre this morning, he held a first round of 
private talks with his Zairian counterpart, Marshal 
Mobutu. Then the Chadian head of state attended the 
inaugural ceremony of the opening of a street named 
after President Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast. He 
was later guest at a luncheon hosted by King Hassan II at 
his palace. [passage omitted] 


Summit Opens 15 Dec 
AB1512130588 Paris AFP in French 1255 GMT 
15 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] Casablanca, 15 Dec (AFP)—The | Sth annual 
conference of the heads of state of France and Africa was 
solemnly declared open in the middle of the day in 
Casablanca, in the presence of delegations from 37 
countries, including 22 heads of state. [passage omitted] 


Following the inaugural meeting, which began with a | 
and % hour delay, delegates posed for the traditional 
group photograph with the French president and the 
doyen of the heads of state, President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny of Ivory Coast. [passage omitted] 


King Hassan Opening Speech 
LD1512183888 Rabat RTM Television Network 
in Arabic 1407 GMT 15 Dec 88 


[Speech by His Majesty King Hassan II, king of 
Morocco, at the opening of the Franco-African summit 
in Casablanca on 15 December—live in French] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Through this meeting I am 
satisfying a physical, vital need—not only personally, but 
for my people—to be among my peers in Africa again. | 
thank them for having accepted the candidacy of Morocco 
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last year. 1 have been told that the African countries, or 
some of them, felt deprived of the Moroccan presence, but 
it has been worse for us. We have been deprived of the 
presence of all the Africans. The Moroccan people and | 
have this opportunity to be with you again. 


I personally hope, and one must always finish on an 
optimistic note—I personally hope that very soon the 
causes of this quarrel, which we have always regretted 
and deplored, will disappear, so that Morocco and its 
first servant can again embrace Africa as a continent. In 
the bilateral sphere, our relations from country to coun- 
try have not weakened, on the contrary, with some they 
have been further strengthened. [passage omitted] 


This is why, as President Francois Mitterrand said—I 
did not speak about this with any of you, brothers, this 
morning, because we did not have time to meet—there is 
not a single person who is not rejoicing at the attitude 
taken by the PLO, a realistic, serious position that has 
earned it the sympathy of the entire world. And this 
morning—we learned it in Casablanca as a good omen— 
the last obstacle was overcome, thank God: The United 
States, through a White House declaration as well as a 
statement by the State Department, has just declared 
that it regards the Palestinian proposals as a basis on 
which to begin the dialogue for peace. And in this regard, 
the United States said it was determined to engage in the 
first contacts, the preliminary contacts with the PLO, 
through its ambassador in Tunis. 


Yes, this is not the subject of our conference. But 
through private conversations that I have held from time 
to time with my African brothers, I feel that perhaps in 
the area of development assistance, in the area of invest- 
ments, you think that your Arab brothers have not lived 
up to your expectations. Yes, I am not saying that you 
are 100 percent right, but you are right. But unfortu- 
nately, just at the moment when the Arab countries 
began to become aware of their, let us say, guilt in this 
domain toward their African brothers, just at this 
moment, the Iraq-Iran war broke out. And you all 
know—for you all look at geography maps, the popula- 
tions, the history of human migrations and migrations of 
ideas and religions—it was for the Arab world a question 
of survival. For 8 years, the Arabs kept to themselves and 
tried to prevent the conflict from spreading to othe: 
regions. [passage omitted] 


I want to tell you solemnly, for two reasons—firstly, 
because I am an African and will remain an African, and 
secondly, because I feel morally bound to be your spokes- 
man, I will not say your defender, as the African cause 
does not need a defense counsel with the Arabs, it simply 
needs follow-up—I can assure you that during this year, 
during which I have the honor and privilege to be the 
chairman of this conference, that for my part, I will be 
the faithful, tireless, and sometimes even boring, for 
want of a better adjective, messenger, assuring each that 
African issues are brought to the attention of my Arab 
brothers. [passage omitted} 
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Hassan, Mitterand Meet Leaders 
LD1512185188 Rabat MAP in English 1225 GMT 
15 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca. Dec 15 (MAP)}—Presidents and 
heads of delegations of Francophone countries partici- 
pating in the French-African summit held here Wednes- 
day a working session around King Hassan I] and 
President Fiancois Mitterind of France. 


The working session was followed by a dinner banquet 
hosted by President Mitte: and in honor of African heads 
of state and delegation tak ing part in the French-African 
summit. 


During the banque’, President Mitterand gave account 
of his mandate, recalling that he had been the spokesman 
of the French-African conference during international 
meetings and that he had stressed the urgent need to find 
solutions to African countries’ indebtedness, particularly 
during the Toronto summit of the 7 most industrialized 
countries, French Minister of cooperation and Develop- 
ment Jacques Pelletier said during a press briefing. 


President Mitterand has also underlined the efforts being 
made tv increase financial flows towards Africa, Pelletier 
said after he announced that France would submit to the 
summit practical proposals for the struggle against the 
locust invasion in Africa and that the issue, which is a 
major concern for most African countries and particu- 
larly those of the Sahel, will be tackled by the French- 
African summit meeting this Thursday. 


According to Pelletier, King Hassan II on his part 
stressed the fact that France has a traditional role to play 
in settling African problems and that President Mitte- 
rand, owing to his personality and his personal commit- 
ments, bestows on this tradition a personal dimension 
that renders France’s action more persuasive and con- 
vincing. 


President of Cote d'Ivoire Felix Houphouet Boigny also 
took the floor to expound on the evolution of raw 
materials prices and particularly the prices of agricul- 
tural products. President Boigny called on President 
Mitterand to be the African group’s spokesman at Euro- 
pean fora, recalling that Europe which has no or little 
raw materials, finds in the African continent, which 
harbours huge mining and agricultural resources, a com- 
plement to its development by making of African its 
privileged partner. 


Foreign ministers of France and of African states partic- 
ipating in the French-African summit held Wednesday 
evening in Casablanca an in-camera meeting to finalize 
the modalities and pre-session of the summit’s plenary 
session due to open today at the Royal Palace here. 
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Moroccan Minister of foreign affairs and cooperation 
Abdellatif Filali chaired the meeting which was marked, 
according to authorized sources, by addresses by Filali, 
French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas and the repre- 
sentatives of Egypt, Senegal, Zaire, Cote d'Ivoire, Congo, 
Mali and Sudan. 


The same sources said Filali’s addresss covered several 
issues of common interest, mainly North-South cooper- 
ation, foreign debt and raw materiale prices, while 
Dumas’ focused on East-West detente and its incidence 
on South countries. 


The representatives of the seven African countries for 
their part made several suggestions on the topics raised. 


At the end of the meeting, Filali told the media discus- 
sions had been frank and friendly, dwelling in particular 
on the repercussions of East-West detente on Third 
World countries. 


Filali said the holding of this 1 Sth French-African summit 
in Casablanca and the massive participation of African 
states testify to the solidity and continuity in cooperation 
between Morocco and the African continent. 


Twenty-one African heads of state have arrived in 
Morocco between Tuesday and Wednesday, a record for 
such a summit held in an African state. 


The French-African summit is held alternatively in 
France and an African state, with the participation 
record registered during the tenth summit held in Vitelle, 
France, in 1983. 


Heads of state participating in the Casablanca summit 
are the presidents of France, Burkina-Faso, Burundi, 
Central Africa, Comoro Islands, Cote d'Ivoire, Djibouti, 
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, 
Congo, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Chad and Zaire. 


Several other countries are represented at ministerial 
level. 


Houphouet-Boigny, Mitterrand Meet 
AB1612114888 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 16 Dec 88 p 29 


[Text] President Houphouet-Boigny began his activities 
early yesterday morning. It was 0845 when he arrived in 
President Francois Mitterrand’s villa, about 200 meters 
from the Lina residence where the Ivorian head of state 
has been lodged. The two heads of state took breakfast 
together with Jean-Christophe Mitterrand, adviser to the 
French head of state on african affairs, which concerned 
their main points for discussion. 
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The contents of these political breakfast discussions were 
not revealed, but it is almost certain that the highlights 
were the raw material and African debt problems. Presi- 
dent Houphouet-Boigny, who on Wednesday briefed his 
peers on the problems posed by the constant drop in raw 
materials prices, did not fail to give his French counterpart 
all the necessary information that will enable him to 
continue, as he has been doing since 1981, to support 
Africans in demanding just payment for agricultural prod- 
ucts. What is certain is that the two heads of state spoke 
about international political issues and bilateral relations. 


On his return to Lina villa, where he has been residing 
since his arrival in Casablanca on Tuesday, and before 
attending the solemn opening ceremonies of the ! 5th 
Franco-African summit, President Houphouet-Boigny 
received successively Moussa Traore, president of Mali 
and OAU chairman; and President Hitsein Habre of 
Chad. The positive development of the political situa- 
tion in Africa was doubtlessly the main topic for their 
discussions. 


It has unanimously been admitted that the proceedings 
of this summit, which opened yesterday, have beer 
marked by the strong and charismatic personality of our 
president. The illustration of this assertion can be found 
in the exceptional homage that was paid to him by 
Moroccans, their king, and all participants of the Casa- 

blanca summit by participating in large numbers in the 
inauguration ceremonies of the Houphouet-Boigny Ave- 
nue. The Ivorian head of state was in the limelight at the 
luncheon that was hosted by King Hassan II in honor of 
his distinguished guest at the royal “Dar-es-Salam” 
Golden Club. President Houphouet-Boigny stole the 
show again in the evening during the dinner hosted by 
Francois Mitterrand in honor of only Franccphone 
heads of state. 


On this occasion, President Houphouet-Boigny touk the 
floor and spoke of the unenviable lot of coffee and 
especially cocoa producers. As a defender of the prices of 
raw materials for the past 56 years, President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny insisted on complementarity between 
producers and consumers and once again called for just 
prices. Simultaneously, foreign affairs ministers met to 
exchange views on the topic proposed by King Hassan II. 
Proposals for an improvement in North-South relations 
and the advantages to be derived from East-West detente 
are expected to be made at the end of the proceedings. 


Mitterrand Meet 
MB1512204988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 15 Dec 88 


[Text] French President Francois Mitterrand today spoke 
in favor of aid to the People’s Republic of Angola as a 
means of achieving peace, security, and development in 
southwestern Africa. In Casablanca, Morocco today, Fran- 
cois Mitterrand received Minister of state for the produc- 
tion sector Pedro de Castro van Dunem Loy, who deliv- 
ered a message from Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos 
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Santos. During the meeting, Minister Loy briefed Mitter- 
rand on southern Africa's problems and the outcome of the 
policy of clemency and national harmony in Angola. 
Minister Loy ts in Casablanca representing President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos at the Franco-African summit, which 
opened in Morocco today. 


Baccouche, Taya, Saibou Meet 
LD1512193788 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 
1600 GMT 15 Dec 88 


{Excerpt] Tunisian Prime Minister Hedi Baccouche held 
talks with the Mauritanian president, Colonel Maaouiya 
Ould Sid ‘Ahmed Taya, in Casablanca this afternon on 
the sidelines of the Franco-African Summit. He also met 
with the president of Niger, General Ali Saibou, and 
later declared that during this meeting he conveyed 
greetings from President Ben Ali to President Saibou and 
exchanged viewpoints with the latter on the situation in 
Africa and the Maghreb. He also discussed with him the 
state of bilateral economic relations and ways to consol- 
idate them. The prime minister said: We have the same 
political concerns and we endeavor to resolve them 
together. He then expressed his optimism on the spirit of 
moderation permeating the Maghreb region. [passage 
omitted] 


Mozamibican, Senegal’s Diouf Meet 
MB1512205488 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 15 Dec 88 


[Text] In Casablanca, Morocco, today, People’s Assem- 
bly Chairman Marcelino dos Santos met with Senegal’s 
president, Abdou Diouf. The meeting dealt with bilateral 
and international issues. Marcelino dos Santos heads the 
Mozambican delegation to the 10th Franco-African 
summit, which opened today. The summit will discuss 
East-West detente, foreign debt, and the situation in 
southern Africa, among other issues. 


Saharan Message on Morocco 
LD15 12183488 Algiers Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 15 Dec 88 


[Text] A French-African summit is taking place today in 
Casablanca. In a message addressed to this forum, the 
president of the Saharan Republic calls on the countries 
taking part in the meeting to convince Morocco to give 
up its intransigence and to make it see the virtue of 
dialogue in favor of possible peace negotiations. 


Gabon’s Bongo Criticizes Summit 
LD1512193688 Paris International Service in French 
1245 GMT 15 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] The official opening of this 15th Franco- 
African summit was a bit late according to the schedule. 


[passage omitted] 
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Please listen to the comments made to our special envoys 
by Gabonese President Omar Bongo, comments made 
regarding formalities, but which criticize the way things 
are done at this kind of debate, in this kind of summit. 


[Begin recording] [Bongo] I speak on behalf of Africans. 
We have to do something. When we created this confer- 
ence, the aim was to deal with monetary problems, 
economic problems, cultural problems, and social prob- 
lems. This is important. Now we meet and talk and talk. 
We make speeches, and then we disperse. But what are 


we doing messing up things here?! 


(Unidentified correspondent] You ofien see Francois 
Mitterrand; you often write to him; you tell him what 
you think. What does he say to you? 


[Bongo] Today there is this smal\ meeting (?0f Franco- 
phone countries) that makes a lot of noise. How did we 
get there? We first meet, then we talk and talk, and that's 
all. We are at the eve of what you cali 1992. Are the 
Africans involved in what the Europeans are doing? 
They are holding meetings between themselves, discuss- 
ing their problems between themselves. But is Africa 
thought of? What will be Africa’s position? As we said, 
where are you going to find the raw materials? In Africa! 
Here we are; these people will be here in Casablanca, 
they will meet and discuss their problems. [Words indis- 
tinct] things will not continue this way! [end recording] 


[Passage omitted] Concerning the relat‘ons of Maurita- 
nia with its neighbors, Polisario Secretary General 
Mohammed Abdelaziz asked the participants in this 
Franco-African summit to convince Morocco to talk 
directly with the Polisario Front. The King should dis- 
cover the virtues of dialogue in the light of the current 
dynamic of negotiations, which is prevailing all over the 
world, said the SDAR president in a statement. 


16 Dec Proceedings Begin 
AB1612131888 Paris AFP in French 1212 GMT 
16 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca, 16 Dec (AFP)—The 22 heads of state 
and representatives of about 15 African countries 
attending the Casablanca Franco-African summit this 
morning resumed their proceedings in a plenary session. 
Yesterday's proceedings ended late in the night. 


Before the beginning of today’s session, several bilateral 
discussions took place. President Francois Mitterrand 
received Chadian head of state Hissein Habre at his 
residence in the Denfa quarter. Yesterday, President 
Mitterrand paid a vi>rant homage to the Chadian pres- 
ident. Recalling the reestablishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Chad and Libya on 3 October, the French 
president spoke about President Hissein Habre’s great 
success, of his soldiers, and of the Chadian people, who, 
through their courage, tenacity, and patriotism, had won 
back their country’s independence and unity. The 
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French head of state was also glad that, through its men 
and material assistance, France was able to help contain 
the aggression, restore the state, and adjust the economy. 


King Hassan II and President Francois Mitterrand will 
hold a news conference early this afternoon to review the 
proceedings. On this occasion, a French aid plan for 
locust victims is expected to be announced. At the end of 
this news conference President Francois Mitterrand will 
leave Casablanca for Paris. 


Ivorian, Zairian Speeches Cited 
AB1612143388 Paris AFP in French 1355 GMT 
16 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca, 16 Dec (AFP)}—The 15th summit of 
heads of France and Africa officially ended early this 
afternoon in Casablanca after two days of deliberations. 
Ivorian President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, doyen of the 
African heads of state, denounced the “law of the stron- 
gest”, which prevails on the international primary prod- 
ucts market, in a speech at the closing session, and hoped 
that Africa will at last form a “common front” to defend 
its economic interests. He paid tribute to President 
Francois Mitterrand for his actions in favor of the poor 
countries and asked him to be their spokesman with the 
other European leaders so that a greater Europe-Africa 
grouping would be created “in which the interests of all 
would be assured.” 


President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire next paid tribute to 
King Hassan II for his action in favor of his country and 
international well-being. He expressed satisfaction with 
the thaw in relations between the two superpowers and 
the fact that the major regional conflicts in Africa are 
“moving toward resolution.” In the economic sphere, he 
expressed the hope that an international conference on 
the foreign debt of African states would be held. 


Finally, King Hassan II proposed that the foreign min- 
isters of France and Africa should meet between the 
summits in order to ensure continuity. The first meeting 
of this nature could be held in June or July 1989. The 
king of Morocco and President Francois Mitterrand 
were expected to hold a press conference after the 
summit closes. 


Traore Meets Habre, Compaore 
AB1612100688 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] The iSth Franco-African summit, which 
opened yesterday evening in Casablanca in the presence 
of 22 heads of state and of government, will end today. 
[passage omitted] 


As part of his activities during the summit, President 
Moussa Traore yesterday morning received his counter- 
parts from Chad and Burkina—Hissein Habre and Bla- 
ise Compaore. They discussed economic problems facing 
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the subregional organizations of which Bamako, Ndja- 
mena, and Ouagadougou are members. They also dis- 
cussed African and international issues. The summit will 
end today and President Moussa Traore will return to 
Bamako this afternoon. 


France To Reduce Chad Military Aid 
AB1612141888 Paris AFP in English 1414 GMT 
16 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca, Morocco, Dec 16 (AFP)}—French and 
Chadian Presidents Francois Mitterrand and Hissein 
Habre agreed here Friday on a “fairly rapid reduction” 
of the French military presence in Chad, reliable sources 
said. The two leaders, meeting on the sidelines of the 
15th Franco-African summit here, agreed to maintain 
the French “Epervier” (Sparrowhawk) defensive force in 
Chad, but on a reduced scale. 


The sources added that Mr Mitterrand has told Mr 


Summit C Issued 
AB1612162988 Paris AFP in French 1552 GMT 
16 Dec 88 


[Text] Casablanca, 16 Dec (AFP)}—The summit “ 


relations.” The communique “notes with great satisfaction 
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the progress made in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Lastly, “the summit decided that a foreign ministers’ 
meeting will be held midway in the current summit year on 
the form of a follow-up conference. 


Joint News Conference 
LD1612190788 Rabati RTM Television Network 
in Arabic 1337 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Joint news conference by Ivory Coast President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny, Moroccan King Hassan II, and French 
President Mitterand at the Royal Palace, Casablanca; 
Hassan speaks in Arabic and in French; Mitterrand and 
Hoxohouet-Boigny speak in French—tive] 


[Excerpts) [Hassan, in French] The Franco-African sum- 
mit notes the progress regarding regional conflicts in 
Africa. It expresses satisfaction with the prospects for 
soiving ‘me Angolan and Western Saharan problems, the 
retuirr. to peace in Chad, and the forthcoming Namibian 
ine. ependence. It has once more spoken strongly in favor 
oc ending the apartheid regime. As regards the economic 
ami financial problems of the African continent, the 
debates exposed the anxiety caused by the detenoration 
of the terms of trade, the collapse of some raw material 
prices, and the drop in prices of other products, such as 
agricultural produce. This situation paralyzes any 
planned development it. * ‘rica and makes the weight of 
debt unbearable for all African countries. 


The summit noted the proposals and projects aimed at 
fighting illness and natural disasters, particularly the 
fight against migratory locusts, the Sahara observatory , 
and scientific and medical cooperation. The summit 
actively supported detente and disarmament, and a» aits 
an improvement in North-South relations. The summit 
notes with satisfaction, the progress achieved im the 
Isracli-Palestinian conflict. Finally, the summit has 
decided that a meeting of foreign ministers wil be held 
half-way between the two summits in the form of a 
follow-up conference. 


I thank you for your attention. If you have questions to 
ask, we are at your disposal. 


[Jean-Karim Fall, RFI, in French] Mr President, you met 
this morning with your counterpart, President Hissein 
Habre. What will be the future of the French Epervier 
force in Chad, and did you discuss the modernization of 
the Faya-Largeau runway’ 


[Mitterrand] Absolutely, absolutel,. | had this talk this 
morning. We discussed many other things, but this issue 
had to be discussed. France intends to reduce the Eper- 
vier force. which was formed to organize Chad's defense 
against invasion. Since the adveat of peace, Chad, hav- 
ing achieved its unity and reestablished its sovereignty, 
no longer has the same military needs, so | intend to 
reduce this force. As for the runway, we discussed it in 
the same way, but not from the same urgent point of 
view as in time of war. France has not failed to honor any 
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of its obligations toward Chad during the war during the 
years the conflict lasted. | believe we have played our 
part in reestablishing order in this region of Africa. 
There is a debate being held at the moment in Paris 
concerning what has to be done about the distribution of 
domestic credits of our budget. Naturally, I want a 
reduction in the cost envisaged for this runway. Work on 
it will be more civilian orientated than military, but 
work will not be abandoned. However, it will take longer. 


[Faranjiy Sofia, Kuwaiti of AL- SIYASAH, in Arabic] 
Your Majesty: Despite Morocco’s withdrawai from the 
OAU, we noted that the African presence, represented by 
its leaders at this summit, is a record, and some observ- 
ers consider it to be the first summit attended by such a 
large number <f African leaders. Your Majesty: Some say 
that this ~uramit is a natural referendum for the role of 
the Kingdoin of Morocco on the African continent. 
Some say that the summit has confirmed beyond any 
doubt that Morocco, even if it has left the organization 
from the protocol point of view, is still present there. 
What is your majesiy’s assessment of the relations link- 
ing you now to the OAU in the light of this remarkable 
presence of African leaders in your country” 


Secondly, a few hours before the summit opening, the 
United States announced support for direct negotiations 
with the PLO. Israel's response came quickly, violently, 
to the point where Shimon Peres said: Today is a sad day 
for Israel. Your Majesty: Arab citizens consider King 
Hassan II to be a beacon il!uminating their path. In this 
case, how do you envisage the future, and what is your 
mayjesty’s assessment >{ further helpful steps in resolving 
the Palestinian question. Thank you. 


[Hassan, in Arabic] Please allow me to answer in French. 


{Hassan continues, in French] | will answer in French 
out of courtesy to my two great friends, President 
Mitterrand and President Houphouet-Boigny. 


As a matter of fact, the participation of African countries 
has been very important from the points of view of both 
quality and quantity. This effectively gave me the chance 
to resume contacis with most of my brothers from Africa. 
I wish only one thing: to be able to take my seat again in the 
OAU, but I said it yesterday: only when we know how 
many members represent the OAU at the African confer- 
ence. This being said, and I have said it several times, 
bilateral cooperation between Morocco and many African 
countries has never before been so good. 


Regarding your second question: We assess the new 
position taken by Washington, both at the level of the 
White House and that of the State Department, as being 
a totally realistic and logical position. The attitude of the 
State Department regarding Yasir ‘Arafat's presence in 
New York is, in our view, unjustified and totally illegal, 
if one considers, if one studies the Headquarters agree- 
ment existing between the United Nations and the 
United States. 
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Finally, what really matters now—and we all valued 
what Francois Mauriac said: History is not corrected like 
French homework. At present, we are the sons of today. 
The United States has corrected the mistake it made: It 
has decided to make its first contact with the PLO 
through its ambassador in Tunis. We consider —I per- 
sonally consider—that this first step is a start to the 
process. I always say that in such cases what is necessary 
is for one to lace one’s foot in the stirrup; and if one can 
ride a horse, once the foot is in the stirrup, then one can 
wnaster the mount. | think this happy perspective has 
opened before us. 


[Farida Moha, RFI, in French] Your Majesty: The 
protocol of accord signed recently in Brazzaville has 
permitted an acceleration of history in the region. Dur- 
ing your last encounter with President Eduardo dos 
Santos, did you mention an eventual encounter with 
Jonas Savimbi to help settle the crisis? 


{Hassan, in French] With? 


[Farida] Jonas Savimbi—for settling the Angolan 
domestic crisis. 


My second question is related to the Saharan conflict. I 
would like to know what was said yesterday during the 
dinner banquet, since you had reportedly broached this 
question, and could France eventually play a mediation 
role in this conflict? Thank you. 


{Hassan, in French] First, | have known Mr Savimbi for 
a long time. I had the pleasure and joy cf meeting 
President dos Santos for the first time when he paid a 
working visit to Fes. Naturally, we spoke with each other 
about the Angolan problem, even though Morocco, in 
law and according to institutions, is not a member of the 
appropriate commission to resolve this conflict. This 
being said, I believe that any head of state, whether 
African or non-African, must in a national effort for 
reconciliation, without interfering in affairs of sover- 
eignty, make his cortribution to help brothers reconcile 
any differences. 


Regarding the Saharan conflict, I have never asked 
France to play a mediation role because the geopolitical 
situation of this conflict would greatly embarass both the 
French president and his government. This has been so 
since 1972-73. President Mitterrand has been one of 
those who helped me most in this domain among heads 
of states. One day he sent me a letter explaining that in 
the eyes of France, the best solution, the surest shoricut. 
both in the short- and long-term, was to launch, perhaps, 
the referendum process. We have done this. We will 
never ask France to serve as an intermediary or to 
undertake mediation, first, because we do not want to 
embarass it, and second, the dossier is now before the 
UN secretary general. But we hope that the French 
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Government and the French president, who are perma- 
nent members of the Security Council, will still endorse 
the secretary general's program and plan aimed at a fair 
referendum, a referendum free from all coercion. 


[Unidentified correspondent, in French] Now that the 
peace process is under way in the Middle East, what can 
the Franco-African bloc, and particularly Presidents 
Mitterrand and Houphouet-Boigny and His Majesty, the 
King of Morocco, do? 


[Mitterrand] As far as ! am concerned I have already 
made known the French position. [passage omitted] I do 
not think I can add anything today. The decision will 
depend on an international debate on the issue. No one 
can answer for this future conference, and I have nothing 
to add just now. [passage omitted] 


[Houphouet-Boigny] [passage ornitted] While the super- 
powers reach an agreement, some are used in the wars 
that they do not want to wage. [sentence as heard] This 
wish must be taken into account. In this case we are in 
fact the instruments of war. We believe the moment has 
come when we are understood, and we are not the 
instrument of a war through another people, which the 
two superpowers do not want to wage. We do not want 
them to wage a war between themselves, either. Peace is 
indivisible; we cannot have peace at the top while there 
is still war at the bottom between the small perples. 
Africa's wish is to see an end to local wars, which we 
suffer (?repeatedly). 


{Hassan, in French] I would like to add that Africa's 
chance lies in the fact that it has the ways and means. 
There are the African countries that are members of the 
Arab League; they can play a realistic role, just as there 
are countries in Africa that have relations with Israel, 
and which, in miy view, could also play an important 
role. In my view, this African position can only be 
positive and beneficial in assuring that the Middle East 
conflict is solved as quickly as possible. 


[Monte Carlo Radio correspondent, name indistinct, in 
French] My question is specifically pui to President 
Mitterrand. First: Is the situation now ripe for a visit to 
France by Yasir ‘Arafat? And second: What language 
should be used with Israel in order to soften its position? 


[Mitterrand] Concerning the first point: I have already 
had the opportunity to answer you. No move has becn 
taken by either party for possible meetings. Second: 
There never has been any opposition in principle. I have 
repeated this for many years, so it is not this current 
situation that leads me to make this specific statement, 
[word indistinct] no opposition in principle. It was a 
matter of timing. The right timing seems more possible 
tod2y than it was yesterday, naturally, but I only say this 
for the moment. It is not in the plans of Yasir ‘Arafat or 
in mine. We will see. I leave things to freely happen 
during 1989. 
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[Correspondent, interrupts] ...and regarding Israel? 


[Mitterrand] I w'll continue to say wha‘ | have already 
said regarding Israel. I am a friend of Israel. I hope that 
Israel will truly be abl: to exist in security. [passage 
omitted] 


[Jean-Claude Kako, Congolese Television, in Fi-nch} A 
question to Mr Francois Mitterrand. Mr President: Yes- 
terday, in your opening speech, you said that you were 
particularly pleased with the signature of the Brazzavile 
Protocol on peace in southern Africa. Yesterday, Presi- 
dent Denis Sassou-Nguesso, it seems, reviewed the situ- 
ation with you. France today has relations with Angola 
that are getting better and better. Have you personally 
the intention of assisting in a real return of peace to 
Angola? If yes, how? 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


[Mitterrand] That is what I have been doing for years. I 
established constant relations with Angola for many 
years. [passage omitted] 


France left the contact group because it was doing 
nothing, and we did not want to be accomt,.ices to this 
apathy. We are very much interested in this subject. | 
discussed it with President Sassou-Nguesso during the 
plenary session. We discussed it this morning, during a 
breakfast that we had together, and we focused our 
discussion on this subject. If France can contribute to the 
successful advent of peace and independence in Nami- 
bia, well, that goes without saying, but I have no plan to 
involve myself in what is not my business, and when I 
am not asked. [passage omitted] 


If France is asked to more directly involve itself, I would 
examine “he matter, but I trust all those who are in 
charge, particularly the president of the Congo Republic. 


Des Santos Stops in Cape Verde En Route to Cuba 
MB/612193288 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
a ar ion. tol | in fwends indistinct? 
yesterday [words indistinct] until Namibia's accession to 
independence. 


In this regard, he mentioned the Brazzaville protocol, 
between Angola, Cuba and South Africa, and said that a 
definitive peace accord on southwesfern Africa will be 
signed in New York on 22 December. 


Des Santos Arrives in Cuba for Consultations 
MB1712130688 Luanda Domestic Service in Poriuguese 
1200 GMT 17 Dec 88 


can akc cae tame tale Eaaek, Can. 
and South Africa and a bilateral agreement between 
Angoia ana Cuba. 


troops. Also on the verification, Comrade President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos said during his stopover in Cape 
Verde that it was an issue that was entrusted to the 
United Nations, as was agreed on in New York last July 
by the parties involved. 


The Angolan head of state also revealed that an Angolan 
delegation was currently in New York putting the final 
touches to the mecaanisms the United Nations will 
adopt to verify the withdrawal of the Cuban troops from 
Angola. 
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Troop Withdrawal Points on Agenda 
MB1712201588 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 17 Dec 88 


[Report from Havana correspondent] 


| Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman 


visit to the Republic of Cuba. The visit began yesterday 
at the invitation of Cuban Preside..t Fidel Castro Ruz. 


At 1100 local time, 1700 Angolan time [1500 GMT] 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos laid a wreath at the 
monument built in honor of Jose Marti, Cuba's nationa! 


«> > the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Polit- 
0, #0 represei: ted Commander Fidel Castro. 


\ _.«. talks between the two delegations began at | 130 
local time. The ions were led by Presidents Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and Fidel Castro Ruz. The talks are 
being heid behind closed doors, and details of the agenda 
have ct been disclosed. However, as we have reported 


The two sides will certainly seek to put the final touches 
to the technical aspects of this issue in order to present a 
common stand at the New York meeting on 22 Decem- 
ber. [passage omitied] 


The presence of Angola's construction minister and 
deputy minister of education at the talks which began in 
Havana today, suggests that the two sides are interested 


ments in Cuba. Cuben involvement in the construction 
sector is highly significant. Other espects of cooperation 
between the two countries could be d'‘scussed during the 
high-level talks. 


The Angolan delegation to the talks is headed by Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos, and includes Afonso van 
Dunem Mbinda, minister of external relations; Lieuteo- 
ant Genera! Antonio dos Santos Franca Ndalo, FALA 
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The Cuban delegation is headed by Presideut Fidel 
Castro Ruz and includes Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice 
president of the Council of State; Jorge Risquet and 
Carlos Aldana, secretaries of the PCC Central Commit- 
tee; Jose Ramon Fernandez, minister of education; and 
Division General Ulises Rosales del Toro, chief of Gen- 
eral Staff of the Cuban Armed Forces. No details have 
been given about other aspects of the visit, which is 
scheduled to end Monday. 


Dos Santos Criticizes U.S. Support for UNITA 
MB1712203088 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 17 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Ilha do Sal, 17 Dec (ANGOP)}—During a 
stopover iii Ilha do Sal, Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos expressed the belief that as of | April more 
Angolans wil! adhere to the policy of clemency and 
national harmony. 


Speaking to Cape Verdian journalists on Thursday [15 
December], the Angolan head of state said that “when 
Resolution 435/78 begins to be implemented, many 
Angolans in UNITA, including officials, would like to 
return to their country.” 


Jose Eduardo dos Santos, who slept in Sal on his way to 
Havana, was answering questions about guarantees the 
policy of clemency and national harmony, introduced by 
the government more than 10 years ago, could have for 
peace inside Angola. 
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Speaking on the occasion, Fresident Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos described as “negative” the stand adopted by the 
new U.S. Administration in continuing to support the 
Angolan puppets since, as he stressed, all forms of 
interference must come to an end so that Angolans can 
solve their own problems. 


The Angolan president added that “this attitude does not 
fit into the new spirit created by the accords that have 
been reached for a peaceful solution to southwestern 
Africa’s conflict. It is a blatant militaristic attitude at a 
time when all efforts are aimed at reaching a relaxed 
atmosphere and searching for peaceful solutions.” [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


Brazil To Head UN Commission on Cuban Pullout 
MB1712061388 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 17 Dec 88 


[Text] Brazil is to head an international commission to 
verify the southern African peace accord, and a new UN 
peace-keeping force is to monitor Cuban troop with- 
drawal from Angola. 


Cuban President Fidel Castro yesterday confirmed that 
3,000 troops will leave Angola by | April and that the 
entire 50,000-strong force will be pulled out within 30 
months. Angola and Cuba have agreed in principle to 
have the withdrawal monitored by a UN force. The 
Brazilian Government is to appoint an army general to 
head a commission to verify the peace protocol. 


States contributing to the commission include Norway, 
Spain, India, Congo, and Yugoslavia. 


FBIS-AFR-88-243 
19 December 1988 


Burkina Faso 


Compaore Receives Congolese, PLO Officials 
AB08 12103388 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 0630 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] The head of state, President Blaise Compaore, 
yesterday evening received the Congolese minister of 
foreign affairs. The minister said after the meeting that 
he had come to deliver a message of friendship and 
solidarity from President Denis Sassou-Nguesso to his 
Burkinabe counterpart. The comrade president also 
received a PLO executive body member [name not give]. 
Here is what he told our correspondent Norbert Silga 
after the meeting. 


{Begin recording] I was honored to deliver to his excel- 
lency the resolutions of the Palestine National Council, 
including the Palestinian state independence declaration 
and prociamation, and documents pertaining to that 
session of the Palestine National Council. Our talks also 
focused on bilateral relations, Afro-Arab cooperation, 
and the danger represented by the apartheid and Zionist 
regimes. [end recording] 


Ivory Coast 


Houphouet-Boigny Arrives in France 17 Dec 
AB1812142888 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 18 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] The head of state, President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny, has been in France since yesterday, after taking 
an active part in the | 5th Franco-African summit, which 
ended on the afternoon of Friday, 16 December, in 
Casablanca, Morocco. He is accompanied by Governor 
Guy Nairay, his permanent undersecretary, and by For- 
eign Minister Simeon Ake. [passage omitted] 


Opposition Figure Arrested, Not Yet Indicted 
AB1712111288 Paris AFP in French 0746 GMT 
17 Dec 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 17 Dec (AFP)}—An Ivorian business- 
man, 40-year-old Innocent Anaky, who is a friend and an 
advisor to Prof Laurent Gbagbo, the leading Ivorian 
opposition figure, has been detained since 2 December 
in a National Security cell in Abidjan, Mr Gbagbo stated 
yesterday in an interview with AFP. Mr Anaky is a 
member of the General Secretariat of the Ivorian Popu- 
lar Front (FPI), a clandestine, but not banned, move- 
ment headed by Mr Gbagbo. Mr Anaky was arrested on 
20 November in Abidjan following the constituent con- 
gress of the party, which was created in 1982. He was 
held for two weeks in the Abidjan private residence of 
the president of the republic then was handed over to the 
National Security, Mr Gbagbo explained. 
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The Ivorian authorities,when questioned about this 
affair, said that Mr Anaky was arrested on charges of 
“‘malpractices.” He is the manager of Inter-Transit com- 
pany, the headquarters of which is in Abidjan. Neither 
the Customs Department nor the banks have, however, 
lodged a complaint against him until now and he has not 
yet been indicted, Mr Gbagbo pointed out. 


Meanwhile, Mr Gbagbo ruled out dismantling the FPI, as 
demanded by Ivorian authorities. ’ .< expressed his firm 
Opposition to the one-party system. “We are calling for an 
amendment to the Ivorian constitution, or at least for the 
enforcement of Article 7 of this constitution and Article 9 
of the bylaws of the National Assembly.” These two 
articles stipulate that political parties freely cooperate in 
the expression of universal sufferage in Ivory Coast. 


Laurent Gbagbo returned to Ivory Coast late last Sep- 
tember after a 6-year exile in France. he is currently a 
lecturer at the Abidjan History and Archeology Institute, 
but he has not been teaching. 


Shortly upon his return, he was received by President 
Houphouet-Boigny, who publicly forgave him. He met the 
Ivorian head of state a second time on 2 December in the 
presence of all cabinet members in order to account for his 
activities. 


French Woman Arrested in Cannabis Seizure 
ABO912114788 Paris AFP in French 1313 GMT 
8 Dec 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 8 Dec (AFP)—The Ivorian police 
recently seized 415 kg of Indian hemp at the port of 
Abidjan, it was learned today from police sources in the 
economic capital of Ivory Coast. A 27-year-old French 
woman residing in Ivory Coast was arrested after this 
seizure. Her identity was not revealed. An investigation 
has been mounted by Interpol and a team of French 
police is currently in Abidjan to collaborate with the 
narcotics department of the Ivorian police, the same 
sources said. In June 1988, 563 kg of cannabis were 
discovered by the police in a warehouse at the harbor. 
Five persons—three Ivorians and two French nation- 
als—were arrested. In 1983, the Ivorian police made a 
record seizure of | ton of Indian hemp. 


Niger 


Saibou Speaks on Economy, Political Process 
AB1812105988 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Dec 88 


[Address to the nation by Niger President General Ali 
Saibou on 17 December in Niamey on the eve of the 30th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the autonomous 
republic—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Fellow Nigerois: The Republic of Niger was 
proclaimed 30 years ago. This marked the beginning of a 
political process that has led us through stages to our 
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present situation and opened new prospects, as you are 
aware. The celebration of this 30th anniversary is there- 
fore an occasion for legitimate pride and joy, which the 
exceptionally good agro-pastoral season has heightened. 
This is why our country is resuming the practice of 
traditional cultural and sporting events this year. This 
will enable our people to show their long checked enthu- 
siasm and joy. Our courageous and worthy people can at 
least enjoy the fruit of their long sacrifices, the long years 
of deprivation, and of their relentless efforts. [passage 
omitted] 


Fellow Nigerois: We will, however, celebrate this anni- 
versary with moderation and modesty because, although 
our fears in the field of food supplies have been dis- 
pelled, our country’s economic situation is still challeng- 
ing and calls for continued vigilance. [passage omitted] 


We must not be carried away by the good agro-pastoral 
season because the national and international economic 
situation is still alarming. The major difficulties that you 
are aware of continue to hamper us: general recession, 
heavy indebtedness, declining raw materials prices, the 
landlocked situation, soaring population growth, and the 
decreasing financial influx are all factors that frustrate 
our efforts and dampen our hopes. 


Despite these difficulties, which will neither discourage 
us nor lower our morale, we should make greater efforts 
and become more imaginative and creative. With the 
IMF and World Bank assistance, we have designed a 
rigorous economic and financial recovery plan coupled 
with a structural adjustment program. This first program 
has resulted notably in the strengthening of our budget- 
ary policy, an assessment of our capacity to manage 
investment credits, better management of public debts, 
reorganization of public enterprises, and mobilization of 
considerable external resources to offset our budget 
deficit, and payment of public debt arrears and the debts 
of parastatals. Indeed, much remains to be done because 
development is a long and exacting task. For this reason, 
we have started negotiations on a second structural 
adjustment program, which will complement the first 
and correct any of its negative effects. [passage omitted] 


The development of a country like ours cannot be left to 
government alone. Businessmen, who are the potential 
beneficiaries of growth and prosperity, should contribute 
to national development. For this reason, the private 
sector has the attention of the government. I have 
received warm encouragement regarding the role 
assigned to this sector from our partners because of the 
policy that we want to implement in the sector. How- 
ever, the encouragement has not been followed by the 
expected action. [passage omitted] 


Dear compatriots: Although our immediate concern is 
the revival of our economy, it does not affect in any way 
the completion of the political process we have launched. 
A few days ago, the National Development Council, 
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acting as a constituent assembly, adopted a draft consti- 
tution for our second republic, thus fulfilling the promise 
made by the Army: namely, to lead our country to a 
normal constitutional life. After a careful review by the 
government, the draft constitution will be submitted to a 
popular referendum. It will stress the secular character of 
the republic and will make Niger a law-abiding country 
that respects the fundamental rights of individuals. The 
separationg of powers will be consecrated, with a strong 
executive in the hands of a president of the republic. 


Rejecting a sterile multiparty system, which divides and 
diverts attention from real national concerns, we have 
opted for the National Movement for a Society of 
Development. The National Development Coucil has 
been instructed to elaborate the charters of this move- 
ment and submit it to the congress. [passage omitted] 


I will repeat that the National Armed Forces will be 
present in the national ruling organ, which will be made 
up of civilians and soldiers. They will also be present in 
the National Development Council, which will act as an 
Economic and Social Council in conformity with the 
National Charter that has made the council a forum for 
reflection on development efforts and actions. Indeed, 
the Army will also be present in all other organs of the 
nation, in the political and administrative life of the 
country. These are irreversible facts that will be 
enshrined in the constitution and that our people have 
already approved. The National Assembly will be com- 
posed of civilians elected from a list of nominees pre- 
sented by the supreme organs of the movement. [passage 
omitted] 


The organs and institutions of the Society of Develop- 
ment will of course continue to exist, and the National 
Movement for a Society of Development will serve as a 
general framework for education information, reflection, 
and mobilization. At this point, it is important that 
political questions, however important they may be, 
should not prevail over the problems affecting our daily 
life or the necessary economic revival that I mentioned a 
while ago. [passage omitted] 

Fellow Nigerois: We are now engaged in an irreversible 
political and economic process. Indeed, we rely on our 
own means and we are acting according to our own 
realities. But we cannot ignore the vaiuable aid from 
friendly countries and the international community. In 
this regard, I will recall that we Nigerois consider food 
aid an exceptional recourse. We prefer development aid 
that can help us implement and complete our projects 
and programs. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria 
Babangida Speaks on Economic Diversification 
AB1712113488 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 16 Dec 88 
[Text] President Babangida today in Lagos reiterated his 


belief that the country’s long-term economic salvation 
lies in diversification. He stressed that this was the only 
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way to build a strong, virile, and self-reliant economy. 
General Babangida was speaking at the State House, 
Marina, when he granted audience to the new Canadian 
high commissioner to Nigeria, Mr Robert Elliott. The 
president appreciated Canada’s assistance to developing 
countries in the area of foreign debts. Mr Elliott, who 
was at the State House to present his letters of credentials 
to Gen Babangida, pledged to work toward the strength- 
ening of ties between Nigeria and Canada. 


Also today, President Babangida received the new Gam- 
bian commissioner to Nigeria, Mr (Omar Taker,) and the 
visiting chief of staff of the Soviet ground forces, Col 
Gen D.A. Grinkevich. The president promised that 
Nigeria would continue to assist The Gambia as much as 
she could in view of the excellent relations between these 
countries. 


Welcoming the Soviet army chief, Babangida expressed 
the hope that his visit would enhance cooperation 
between Nigeria and the Soviet Union in the political 
and military fields. He recalled his appreciation for the 
Soviet assistance to Nigeria during the civil war and 
welcomed Soviet initiative [words indistinct] in the 
world. 


Lauds UK ‘Strong Commitment’ 
AB1612172388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Text] The Federal Government has expressed the hope 
that with the strong commitment and support from Britain 
and other Western countries, there will be a brighter 
economic prospect for Nigeria. President Ibrahim 
Babangida made the observation today in Lagos when he 
received a special message from the British prime minister, 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher, on the latest British initiative in 
support of the structural adjustment program. General 
Babangida said that the federal government will do every- 
thing possible to ensure that the program is sustained. He 
also gave an assurance that the government will take 
necessary steps to complement the British initiative. Gen 
Babangida thanked the British Government, particuiarly, 
Mrs Thatcher; the foreign secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe; 
and the chancellor of the exchequer, Mr Nigel Lawson, for 
their personal interest and support to efforts toward Nige- 
ria’s economic recovery. 


The British high commissioner to Nigeria, Mr Brian 
Leon Barder, who delivered the message, briefed the 
president on the British initiative and delivered personal 
greetings from Queen Elizabeth II and Mrs Thatcher to 
Gen Babangida. 


Former President Buhari Released From Prison 
AB1612131388 Paris AFP in French 1215 GMT 
16 Dec 88 


[Text] Lagos, 16 Dec (AFP)}—The former Nigerian head 
of state, retired General Muhammadu Buhari, was 
released on 14 December from the prison where he had 
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been detained since 27 August 1985, the day on which he 
was overthrown by General Ibrahim Babangida. His 
deputy, retired General Tunde Idiagbon, wili today 
benefit from the same clemency, it was announced today 
in Lagos at the president’s office. 


Gen Buhari left his prison in Benin City in Bendel State 
(southern Nigeria) for his native town of Daura in 
Katsina State (extreme north of the country, close to the 
border with Niger) to attend the burial of his mother, 
who died on Wednesday 14 December at the age of 106 
years. 


This death constituted the “immediate cause” for the 
release of the former head of state, but conditions of his 
detention “had always been regularly reviewed and it 
would have been done again before the end of the year,” 
it was indicated at the president’s office. 


Buhari Associate Freed 
AB1612153088 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Text] The federal government has ordered the immedi- 
ate release of the former chief of staff, Supreme Head- 
quarters, retired Major General Tunde Idiagbon, from 
restriction. His release follows that of former head of 
state Major General Muhammadu Buhari. The chief 
press secretary to the president, Chief Duro Onabiile, 
said in Lagos today that although the former heaa of 
state was to be set free by the end of this month, 
President Babangida decided to lift the restriction 
because of the death of Gen Buhari’s mother. He added 
that since Maj Gen Idiagbon was restricted on the same 
grounds, the rresident considered it fair to release him at 
the same time. Asked if the two former military rulers 
were free to travel outside the country, Chief Onabule 
said ihat if any such request is made, it would be 
considered on its merits. 

First Group of Ghanaian Prisoners Sent Home 
AB1612165388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 

1500 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Text] The first group of 240 Ghanaians in Nigerian 
prisons were today airlifted to Accra in an exchange of 
prisoners between the two countries. Under the exchange 
program, the federal government would release a total of 
418 Ghanaians who are in various Nigerian prisons and 
police cells to the Ghanaian authorities in exchange for 
40 Nigerians in Ghanaian prisons. A Radio Nigeria 
correspondent says an agreement to this effect was 
reached in April this year when the Ghanaian leader, 
Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, visited the country. 


Soviet Military Official Completes Visit 


Tours Steel Complex 
AB1612220188 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 16 Dec 88 


[Text] The visiting Soviet chief of Army staff, Col Gen 
Dmitriy Grinkevich, has assured the Ajaokuta Steel 
Company of continued Soviet cooperation in the devel- 
opment of the steel project. Speaking at Ajaokuta during 
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an inspection tour of the project, the visiting general 
expressed satisfaction with the level of work at the 
project. Col Gen Grinkevich also said the Soviet Union 
has continued to support its development regardless of 
pressures from any quarters. 


Earlier, while conducting the general around the com- 
plex, the general manager, Alhaji Magaji Inyaa, said 
construction work was 80 percent completed. The [word 
indistinct] works complex has temporarily suspended 
work due to nonpayment. He appealed to the Soviet 
Union to assist the company in the procurement of vital 
material (?pending when the) company will be able to 
meet its raw material requirement. The visiting Soviet 
general was accompanied by the provost marshal of the 
Nigeria Army, Brigadier Lawrence Imorude, who repre- 
sented the chief of Army staff. 


‘No Request’ for Aid 
AB1712160288 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 17 Dec 88 


[Text] The chief of staff, ground forces, of the Soviet 
Union, Colonel General Dmitriy A. Grinkevich, left 
Lagos today for home after an eight-day official visit to 
Nigeria. During his stay in the country, the Soviet Army 
chief visited some military formations in different parts 
of the country and the Ajaokuta Steel Rolling Mill. In an 
interview with airport correspor.dents shortly before his 
departure for home, Col Gen Grinkevich said that the 
Soviet delegation was visiting Africa for the first time, 
which showed the importance his country attached to 
Nigeria. Asked in what area his country hoped to assist 
Nigeria militarily, Col Gen Gri said so far no 


request for such assistance has been made. He was seen 
off by the chief of Army staff, Lieutenant General Sanni 
Abacha, the former governor of Bauchi State, Colonel 
Chris Garuba, and other top military officers. 
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Togo 
New Interior, Security Ministers Appointed 
ABI912131388 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 19 Dec 88 


[Decree issued by Togolese President Genera! Gnas- 
singbe Eyadema reshuffling the government on 19 
December—read by Minister of Information Gbenyon 
Amegboh] 


[Text] Under a decree signed today by the president of 
the republic, the Government of the Republic of Togo is 
composed as follows: 

President of the republic and minister of national 
defense: General Gnassingbe Eyadema 

PERSE St seteege Oe Heepee Sie eats: Kpotivi Tori 


Dyidjogbe Lacie 

Minister of planning and mines: Barry Moussa Barque 

Minister delegate to the Presidency in charge of infor- 
mation: Gbenyon Amegboh 

Minister of rural development: Kpali Nyaho Tchala 

Minister of technical educational and professional train- 
ing: Koffi Edoh 

Civil service and labor: Bitokotipou Yagninim 

National education and scientific research: Tchaa- 
Kozah Tchalim 

Minister of interior and security: General Yawo Mawu- 


likplimi 
Public health, social affairs, and women’s affairs: Ayssah 
Minister of industry and state corporations: Koffi 


Djondo 
Economy and finance: Komlan Alipui 
Minister of foreign affairs and cooperation: Yaovi 


Environment and tourism: Yao Komlavi 

eS eae any nee N’Souwodji Kawo 

Minister of equipment and posts and telecommunica- 
tions: Nassirou Ayeva 

Minister of youth, sporis, and culture: Mensan Agbe- 
yome Kodjo 


END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
BO) Ne AG 


